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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR DECEMBER 4, 2020  

 

 

Holiday Tree Lighting  

 

This year’s drive-thru Holiday Tree Lighting is 

Saturday, December 5.  The celebration will begin a 

half-hour earlier than previously announced at 

5:30 PM.  Because of COVID-19, this year’s celebration 

is for residents only.  

In this season of giving, the City will have a canned 

goods drive and Salvation Army Kettle on campus.   All 

proceeds will go to St. Michael’s Food Pantry. The 

evening will be capped off with a holiday fireworks show 

at 7:30 PM.  

The response to the socially-distance event has been overwhelming.  We have put in place 

protocols to make sure traffic moves smoothly, and the families with children find Santa’s 

route.   Everyone is asked to wear masks and stay inside their vehicles.  

 Residents who have pre-registered their children age ten and under must enter 

the park from Public Square to be checked in.   They will need to drive down 

Elmwood Avenue, follow the signs, to the Park.   

 

 Only children under age ten whose parents have registered them will receive a 

stocking from Santa. 

 

 Residents who want to watch the 7:30 PM fireworks should arrive after 6:30 PM 

and park in the High School or Middle School lots.  

 

 Everyone is asked to tune their radio to 93.7 FM to listen to holiday songs and 

announcements.  
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 All non-residents will be directed to park in non-City lots if they want to watch the 

7:30 PM fireworks. 
 

 Police will be stationed around Elmwood Park and at the nearby intersections to 

direct traffic.  
 

 All families must stay in their vehicles and roll windows down to greet Santa. 

 

Santa, First Lady Lyn, and I are looking forward to seeing friends and neighbors tomorrow 

night.  You may want to pack some snacks and a thermos; it’s going to be a chilly night! 

 

 

Holiday Greetings, Past & Present 

The coronavirus and social distancing have kept us apart for 
nearly a year.  There is hope on the horizon with news about three 
potential COVID-19 vaccines becoming available soon. 

Until then, let’s connect with family, friends, and neighbors by 
posting photographs on the City’s Facebook page.  It could be one 
from this year’s lighting display, from inside or outside your 
home, or even “vintage” photos from holidays past.     

It will remind us of the wonderful memories Christmas invokes 
and that we will get through this crisis together.  

 

 

Hello, Winter 

The first snowstorm of the 2020 season 

dumped nearly 12 inches of wet, heavy 

snow on the area on Tuesday.  Strong 

winds, freezing temperatures, and the 

significant 24-hour accumulation brought 

down trees, branches, power lines, and 

mailboxes.  Trees and branches continue to 

fall due to the thawing, refreezing and 

bitter winds.  

The City Service Department did an exceptional job clearing streets and debris to keep 

residents safe.  The first crews were on the streets Tuesday before 4:30 AM.  Then on 

Wednesday, just after midnight, crews were back on the job trying to stay ahead of the 

storm.    

https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOH


When weather events occur, plowing main roads to reduce the chances of collisions and 

responding to emergency calls about downed power lines are the priority.   

There are 650 homes registered for senior snow removal.  Please be patient when we have 

a wallop of a storm like the one we had this week.  Our crews work hard to get to everyone’s 

homes as quickly and safely as possible.  

 

 

Traffic Delays 

Beginning Monday, December 7, and continuing for the remainder of the week, weather 

permitting, Catts Construction will be performing roadside drainage work along 

Fuhrmeyer Road under the I-77 overpass, east to Old Brecksville Road.  

Motorists should avoid the work area and find alternate routes, if  possible.  Two-way 

traffic will be maintained in one (1) open lane, and delays are expected.  

Please contact the Independence Engineering Department with any questions or concerns:  

216-524-1374 or engineering@independenceoho.org.  

 

 

Christmas Keepsake 

If you purchased a Christmas ornament, you are not going to be disappointed.  The 

custom-designed, 3-D, 24 kt. gold replica of City Hall arrived yesterday, and they are 

beautiful.  The photo below does not do it justice.     

 

Residents can pick-up pre-purchased 

ornaments at the Civic Center during 

regular business hours.   

There is a limited quantity still 

available for purchase.   They make 

great stocking stuffers and also keepsakes. 

Each ornament is just $5.00 and is 

available at Community Services.     

 

 

 

 



#SupportIndy 

The #SupportIndy window/yard signs will be 

available for pick up at the Civic Center starting 

Monday, December 7 during regular business 

hours. 

I hope residents and businesses will display the 

colorful sign and let neighbors, businesses, and 

visitors know we are part of a resilient and strong 

community that supports one another.   

 

 

 

 

Any businesses interested in getting a free, laminated 

Masks Are Required sign should contact the Economic 

Development team at EconDev@IndependenceOhio.org .   

 

Both signs can be downloaded from the website. 

 

 

.   

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update, please 

ask them to send their name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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